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Letter from a Lady to a gentleman on the doctrine of Uni- 
versal Salvation—JNo. 1. 


CONCLUDED. 


As I have not an opportunity of sending this letter 
immediately, I feel impelled to continue the subject by 
presenting to your view the heaven inspired prisoner 
(whose writings | have so often quoted) under the se- 
verity of the accumulated ills of tyranny and chains. 
Ah! who can paint, who can form, the most distant 
idea of the feelings of Christ’s little family at this event- 
ful period? Their brother, their fellow-labourer, 
whom they had censidered as being set, by divine ap- 
poiniment, for the defence of the gospel, held a prisoner 
in chains, by the strong arm of power at a human tri- 


bunal. 
Here rests (apparently) all human hope. 


If he is condemned, will not the light of the glori- 
ous gospel be extinguished? Will not the heralds 
of the cross fly from persecution and death. No! the 
stronger arm of omnipotence unnerves the arm of hu- 
man power, and the prisoner is permitted to speak 
for himself. Then Paul, after that the governour had 
beckoned unto him to speak, answered, “ Forasmuch 
as | know that thou hast been of many years a judge 
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unto this nation, [ do the more cheerfully answer for 
myself; because that thou mayest understand that 
there are yet but twelve days since | went up to Je- 
rusalem for to worship, and they neither found me in 
the temple disputing with any man, neither raising up 
people, neither in the synagogues, nor in the city: 
neither can they prove the things whereof they ac- 
cuse me. But this 1 confess unto thee, that after the 


way which they call heresy, so worship | the God of 


my fathers, beheving all things which are written in the 
law and tn the prophets, and have hope towards God, 
which they themselves also allow, that there shall be 
a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and of the 
unjust and herein do | exercise myself to have always a 
conscience void of offence towards God and towards 
men. And as he reasoned of righteousness, temper- 
ance and judgment to come, Felix trembled and an- 
swered, go thy way for this time, when! have a con- 
venient season, I will send for thee.” 

Believe me, dear sir, Felix is not the only one who 
has trembled at the doctrine of a judgment to come. 

It baffles proud science, confounds the boasted dig- 
nity of human nature, shows the fallibility of reason 
unaided by revelation, and with a voice louder than 
the arch-angel’s trumpet will one day point the arrows 
of conviction with eternal regret at many a human 
heart. | 

What necessity was there for Paul to reason upon 
a future judgment in this august assembly, who had 
chained and bound him, and held death’s murdering 
weapon in full view? Why expose his life so unne- 
cessarily? The preaching of righteousness and tem- 
perance could not have offended them—* Necessity, 
said he, zs laid upon me, and wo is unto me, if I preach 
not the gospel.” 

Fearless and undaunted, he could stand at a hu- 
magn tribunal, for he well remembered that he was 
to be brought before governors and kings.for Christ’s 
sake, and receive chains, imprisonment and death, 
as a defender of his gospel. 


aa et RRs on Bea. 
Ste oe ae elas 2, 
Se ears eS iy oat aa 




















































Det ee 


67 


Shall I again urge you to the study of the bible, es- 
pecially the new testament ? 


«* A Christian is the highest style of man.”’ 


His first step in the sacred path ordained by infinite 
wisdom, saying “ This is the way, walk ye in it,” gives 
joy in heaven. 

His whole life, whether he eats or drinks, or what- 
ever he does, he does all to the glory of God. 

Created anewin Christ Jesus unto good works, he squares 
his conduct by the unerring rule of right—by divine 

race, he does justice, loves mercy and walks humbly 
with his God. Living or dying, he is the Lord’s. 

Filial love supersedes the necessity of trusting to 
fallacious hope, and the testimony of his conscience 
concurring with the law of God, written on his heart, 
enables him to say, with holy boldness, “1 know that 
my Redeemer liveth.” His life is a comment upon 
the gospel. “The light so shines that others, seeing 
his good works, glorify God. But he does not pre- 
sume upon, he trusts, in the mercy of God. 

Thrice happy they, whose foundation of hope is 
built onthe rock of ages. Ah! how superiour to his 
whose hopes are like the waves of the sea, whose last 
best aes depend upon the mutability of an unchang- 
ing God. 

That God who is the same yesterday, to-day, and . 
forever, who, unmindful of his prerogative and man’s 
free agency, makes the blood of the covenant a veil of 
covering for the black catalogue of human crimes, 
when he who gave it for our salvation, most emphati- 
cally declared “ Without repentance there is no remis- 
sion of sin.” 


‘* Here is firm footing, here is solid rock.”’ 


“ The rock Christ Jesus. Here the righteous en- 


joy safe anchorage, are in no danger of foundering 


amidst the waves of prevailing iniquity, or being 
shipwrecked on the rock of any powerful temptation. 
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But ere long we shall behold them hoisting then 
flag of hope; riding before a sweet gale of atoning 
merit and redeeming love, “till they make with all the 
sails of an assured faith, the wished for, the blessed 
port of eternal life. 

“ Then may the friend to whom I am writing, rich 
wn good works, rich in heavenly tempers, but inexpres- 
sibly richer in his Saviour’s righteousness, O! may 
he, when the tide of life shall ebb to flow no more, 
hear that divine sentence, “ Well done, good and 


faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 
I am, &c. JULIANA. 


Time will not allow of my referring to all the chap- 


ters and verses which I have quoted. As many of 


them were written from recollection, I could not con- 
veniently attend to it. I will point out some of them, 
and while you are looking for the others, perhaps it 
will be the means of your searching the scriptures 
more critically. 


O! may the sacred page, true life inspire, 
And warm your soul with heaven’s celestial fire. 


The word of God is, quick, and powerful, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to 
the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the 
joints and marrow, and isa discerner of the thoughts 


and intents of the heart. Heb. iv. 12. 


Jeremiah, xxiii. 16,17. Mark,xvi.15,16. Hebrews, xii.14.  Roanans, vit 
9. Math. vii. 23 


Letter from a Lady to aGenileman on the doctrine of Unr- 
versal Salvation—WNo 2. 


Dear Sin—The interest | take in your temporal 
and eternal welfare, induces me again to address you 
upon the same subject as my last. The arguments I 
have used and must use, are chiefly from the revealed 
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will of God; all other arguments, however weighty, 
bear no comparison with “the word of God, which is 
quick and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged 
sword ; the weapons of this warfare “are not carnal, 
but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong 
holds; casting down imaginations, and every high 
thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of 
God.” Heb. iv. 12. 2 Cor.x. 4,5. The immortali- 
ty of the soul demonstrates the necessity of a “ per- 
fect law to guide us into all truth;” that a perfect 
law was given on Mount Sinai; that we have the sure 
word of prophecy, and the glorious light of the gospel 
to illuminate and cheer our path, and the heavenly 
manna to feed upon as we pass on “to that bourne 
from which no traveller returns” meets. your assent; 
but by what rule you bend the perfect law of God, 
and make the heaven directed sun beam of divine 
revelation shine in oblique rays on every human heart, 
to its complete final salvation, 1 cannot comprehend. Is 
not this “ exalting our opinion against the knowledge 
of God,” of that God who hath said, “ Heaven and 
earth shall pass away, but my word shall not pass 
away. Math. xxiv. 35. 

You advocate human law, and would consider it 
highly derogatory in our chief magistrate, if the case 
was referred to him to pardon a murderer, under 
sentence of death, who, accerding to the evidence 
and the general tenor of his life (judging upon the 
most rational principles) would again, and again, re- 
peat the same crime as temptation prompted; you 
would censure that lenity and condemn that ill-timed 
and ill-judged mercy that would throw down the bar- 
riers against vice and unhinge every link of that 
chain of restraint which holds the wayward passions 
of man and binds in amity and love the human family. 

But you say here justice must assert and maintain 
her right ; the order of society demands it. Then per- 
mit me to ask you upon what principle, you absorb 
the sacred attribute the divine law of justice into illim- 
itable love ? Perhaps you would say, the demand of 
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the law is satisfied, justice is satisfied ; to this I agree. 
That sentence uttered’on the cross by him who 
“spake as never man spake,” saying, “ 77 is finished,” 
“ fullfilled the law which came by Moses,” made it 
honorable, brought in an everlasting righteousness, 
and opened the kingdom of heaven to all sexievers. If 
our adorable Saviour had opened the kingdom of 
heaven to all the human family without exception, 
why did he Limit hes first commassion which he ordained 
for the promulgation of that glorious gospel which 
brought life and immortality to light? why did he 
tell his apostles to “ go and preach the gospel to eve- 
ry creature, and say, he that believeth and is baptiz- 
ed shall be saved; and he that believeth not shall be 
damned? What authority had they to declare that 
without repentance there was no remission of sin: 
“repent and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ, and ye shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost; except ye repent, ye shall all 
hkewise perish ; repent and be converted, that your sins 
may be blotted out.” 

This is their uniform language; and the sum and 
substance of all their preaching was, “ We pray you 
in Christ’s stead be ye reconciled unto God. Know- 
ing the terrours of the Lord, we persuade men, for we 
are unto God a sweet savour in them that are saved, 
and in them that perish ; to the one, we are the sa- 
vour of death unto death; and to the other, the sa- 
vour of life unto life. And who is sufficient for these 


things. We are not as many, who corrupt the word of 


God; but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of 
God, speak we in Christ; but if our gospel be hid, it 
is hid to them that are dost, in whom the god of this 
world hath blinded the minds of them which believe 
not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who 
is of the image of Ged,should shine unto them.” Is this 
the doctrine of Christ’s chosen apostles? are these the 
instructions they received from their Lord and mas- 
ter?” But they had gifts differently ; perhaps the be- 
loved disciple, who leaned on his sacred breast, might 
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get later inspiration and be permitted to proclaim, 
eternal life without repentance. But not so: he says, “ he 
that loveth not his brother, abideth in death; whoso- 
ever hateth his brother is a murderer, and ye know 
that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him. 
« Look to yourselves, that we Jose not those things 
which we have wrought, but that ye receive a full reé 
ward; whosoever transgresseth and abideth not in 
the doctrine of Christ, hath not God: he that abideth 
in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and 
the Son. If there come any unto you, and bring not 
this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither 
bid him God speed; for he that biddeth him God 
speed, is a partaker of his evil deeds.” 

Now, the doctrine of Christ must decide—“ The testi- 
mony of the Lord is sure.” Christ says, “ He that be- 
lieveth in me, shall be saved; he that believeth not, 
shall be damned.” ‘To this we have the concurrent 


"testimony of his apostles, of saints and martyrs, and of 


the true Church throughout all the world. 

You do not doubt that his disciples were divinely 
inspired, then dwell a moment, if posible, upon the 
agony of their souls at this period: they had walked 
the thorny road with Jesus in his humiliation: the 
parting pang of sympathy and sorrow at their separa- 
tion from their divine master was not subdued, the 
bitter tear of anguish still filled their eyes, when, be- 
hold! the risen Saviour appears to prove his words; 
behold, all things are accomplished—receive your 
commission; it breathes peace on earth, and good 
will to man, but man will not receive the truth in the love 
of it; and you will be exposed to peril, to danger, 
and to death; “ ye shall be hated of all men for my 
sake.” | 

You hate me, said St. Paul to the Jews, because | 
tell you the truth. Did St. Paul go beyond his com- 
mission? Would they have hated him for preachi 
universal, unconditional salvation? Would this little 
band of brothers, this heaven taught company, have 
been almost expelled human society; would they 
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have “wandered about in caves and dens of the 
earth, having no certain dwelling place ; 5” if they had 
spread the banner of love from Calv ary’s awful height, 
through eternity? Ah, no! Such doctrine would 
have obtained the universal suffrage of mankind, and 
they would universally acknowledge « the gods have 
come down to us in the likeness of men.” 

If the sacrifice for sin extended to every human be- 
ing, unconditionally, how is it possible that the idea of 
eternal banishment trom the presence of the Lord could 
have entered the hearts of his disciples? There 
could be no mistake. Our blessed Lord informed 
them what would be their destiny, and what their 
support; and but for the descent of the divine spirit 
they must have perished under the accumulated suf- 
ferings which the preaching of the gospel of our Lord 
and Saviour brought upon them. In what country or 
clime were human sufferings to compare with what 
they endured who first preached repentance towards 
God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ? And look 
at their immediate successors ; look at the history of 
the church for successive ages; what mad zeal op- 
posed the preaching of the gospel of our Lord and 
Saviour. This alone proves what all the eloquence of 
man, the powers of rhetorick, the art of sophistry can- 
not deny: that Jesus Christ’s commission to his apos- 
tles, after the mectatorial work was FintsHen, was faith 
and repentance, as the condition of eternal life. 

Let us not, dear sir, irreverently and with pre- 
sumptive hand d/ot the fair page of scripture, nor take 
for its sacred doctrines the * commandments of men.’ 
“ Man, though born with power to reach through the 
depths of tine, and faculties to flourish through the 
ages of eternity, seldom looks beyond the present mo- 
ment, or is affected but by present objects ;” hence 
he views through the meteor light of natural benevo- 
lence, the great author of nature and revelation ; ; and 
brings the incomprehensible Jehovah to his own stand- 
ard—makes a new vocabulary to define the word 
damnation—and, with “ the enticing words of man’s 
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wisdom” dashes with the specious argument of mzs- 
translation, the words of eternal truth! 

We may mistake the sound of the trumpet, 
and in its sacred melodious notes, which proclaim 
pardon and peace to repenting sinners, “liberty to 
the captive, the opening of the prison to them that 
are bound, and the acceptable year of the Lord,” lose 
the awful sentence—* the day of vengeance of our 
God, depart from me, I never knew you;” but the 
sound of the last trumpet, cannot, will not be mistak- 
en, it will penetrate the regions of the dead, the 
depths of the sea, the utmost confines and remotest 
boundaries of the earth. And I saw, says St. John, 
the dead small and great, stand before God, and the 
books were opened; and another book was opened, 
which is the book of life; and the dead were judged 
out of those things which were written in the book ac- 
cording to their works. He that is unjust, let him be 
unjust still; he that is filthy, let him be filthy still ; 
he that is righteous, let him be righteous still; and 
he that is holy, let him be holy still. And behold, I 
come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give ev- 
ery man according as his work shall be. [ am alpha 
and omega, the beginning and the end, the first and 
the last ; blessed are they that do his commandments 
that they may have a right to the tree of life: for 
without are sorcerers, and murderers, and idolaters, 
and whosoever loveth and maketha lie. I, Jesus;have 
sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the 
churches. For | testify untoevery man that heareth 
the words of the prophecy of this book, if any man shall 
add unto these 7 Poti God shall add unto him the 
that are writen in this book: and if any man shall take 
away from the words of the book of this prophecy, 
God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and 
out of the holy caty, and from the things which are written 
in thes book. 

May your faith be founded on the united attributes 
of Deity, and may their collective rays shine on your 
mind, guiding you “into all truth.” May the God of 
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eace “grant you peace in believing.” May tlic 
whole armour of faith guard you from the vindictive 
sword of justice, which is not broken, but sweetly 
tempered by the sacrifice of the cross. May your 
temporal happiness receive its highest zest from the 
reflection that God is just, merciful and gracious. 

He that teaches for Christ’s doctrine, universal salva- 
tion for all mankind, or systemizes the hopes of guilty 
man into an article of faith, is man’s greatest enemy, as 
it relates to this world and the world to come. He 
weakens that conformity to the requisitions of the 
divine law, which the gospel demands; * he strength- 
ens the hands of the wicked, by promising them life,” 
and under the semblance of benevolence, deprives 
them of that eternal “ rest which remains for the peo- 
ple of God.” 
~ What compensation could the sufferer of Uzz have 
received to balance the weight of oppressive sorrow, 
that engloomed his mind? He was advised “ to curse 
God and die,” but though under the most exquisite 
agony, he pronounced the advice to be foolish ; he 
knew that cursing God, or defying his power, or treat- 
ing his sacred justice with contempt, could not but 
militate against him here and hereafter. There can- 
not be the possibility of a doubt, that the advice 
was given under the influence of a sure and certain 
hope of his eternal salvation. The character, the 
bond of union, must have prompted her kindest, ten- 
terest wishes. She doubtless thought God was ‘too 
MERCIFUL to condemn him, whatever method he might 
take to close his unparalelled sufferings; she knew 
that the omniscient eye had beheld his undeviating 
walk through life, that the eternal God had himself 
pronounced his eulogy, that his gracious ear had been 
open to the prayers that had daily risen from the poor 
who had been fed by his bounty, that “ when the ear 
heard him then it blessed him, when the eye saw him 
it gave witness to him, that he delivered the poor 
when he cried, and the /fatherless and him that had 
none to help him, that the blessing of him that was 
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yeady to perish came upon him, and that he had 
caused the widow’s heart to sing for joy.” How 
could she doubt ? She saw that this active obedience 
was the result of his knowledge of the divine charac- 
ter, and erro ly thought it entitled him to heaven, 
it was the solace of his afflicted heart, but not the foun- 
dation of his hopes. 

This active obedience, this conformity to the precept 
and example of our divine master, wants every stimu- 
lous. So prone toerr is frail man, that with “line 
upon line, and precept upon precept,” we suffer our 
minds to be warped, our judgments to be misguided, 
and our opinions to be biased, till we are “tossed 
about with every wind of doctrine,” and lose our lib- 
erty in the wide ocean of errour that has neither shore 
nor bounds. 

From this thraldom, this worse than Egyptian dark- 
ness, thou God of all merciés deliver my friend! To 
the reasoning powers of his mind, send the light of di- 
vine revelation, the truths of thy sacred word ; let 
them lead him, letthem guide him. From those col- 
lective attributes, which proclaim thee God, dart one 
effulgent ray upon his doubting mind to dispel the 
fatal delusion, and with filial reverence, to the utter 
exclusion of presumptive hope, let him say unto thee, 
“my Father, thou art the guide of my youth.” 

1 am, &c. JULIANA. 


LETTER FROM A LADY TO*A DEIST—wNO. 3. 


Dear Sm—Agreeably to my promise, | will now 
contrast the scene and portray the happiness which 
must and will result from an alliance or marriage, 
where each feels and is under the divine influence and 
power of religion. In this description, however, I 
shall of necessity fall infinitely short of the reality, 
for “eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath 
it entered the heart of man, to conceive what God 
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hath prepared for those who love him.” Both in 
earth and in heaven, the. most exalted powers of the 
mind are utterly incompetent to describe it. Like 
the sun, its progress is steady through) life’s longest 
day, and no more subject to the leagfMextinction of 
light in the mind, than that is which illuminates and 
beautifies creation. As clouds and darkness some- 
times obscure the glorious orb of day, so cares and 
troubles may sometimes shade the more glorious em- 
anations of the ever present God; for “ man is born 
to trouble.” This world is not the place of uninter- 
rupted rest, but the Christian’s path to that rest 
which remains for the people of God. In view of 
this, the most afflicted saint has said and will always 
be enabled to say “ the lines are fallen to me in pleas- 
ant places, I have a goodly heritage.” Conscious 
that the bounds of his habitation are appointed, by 
infinite wisdom and unbounded love, that he ts under 
the paternal care of Almighty God, he feels what he 
never can describe—a sacred composure. a holy af- 
fiance, a calm trust in the Arbiter of his fate; he feels 
the peace of God which passeth all understanding. 
Perfectly satisfied with the divine economy, the unit- 
ed powers of earth cannot move him from the anchor 


of his hopes. 
*t Here is firm footing, here is solid rock.”’ 


“ Through all the changing scenes of life,” wheth- 
er prosperous or adverse, he can say, our Father 
who art inheaven. Under these impressions, he feels 
the necessity of devoting his whole life to God, and 
that'the presentation of his soul and body to the Au- 
thor of his existence, is his reasonable service. This 
determination connects both worlds, he feels the 
truth of that solemn exhortation and promise “seek 
first the kingdom of heaven, and all things shall be 
added unto you.” 

I will now endeavour to paint some of the scenes of 
happiness, that result from that sacred bond of union, 
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authorized and instituted by the great author of love 
and friendship. 

From a deep conviction of the omniscience and 
omnipreseng@of Jehovah, of his illimitable power, 
and our e ependence, our eventful responsibili- 
ty, they s the golden circle which cements 
their union with this motto: “ As for us and our house, 
we will serve the Lord.” The family altar is prepar- 
ed, the sweet sacrifice of praise and thanksgivin 
arises in sweet accord, as if they had but one soul. 
With filial reverence, and feeling the incalculable 
weight of obligation for the mercies of redemption, 
they plead with God. 

Arising from this sweet employ, the business of the 
day commences. With manly firmness he meets all 
its vivissitudes; with equal mind, the beloved of his 
soul meets all the dispensations of uverrine Provi- 
dence. To them the divine promises are all yea and 
amen. They are frugal, because they wish to give to 
ihe poor; they value time, as a space peculiarly giv- 
en to prepare for eternity, and because it bears their 
record to the judgment seat of Christ, for they know 
that they must appear before that dread tribunal, and 
give an account of the deeds done in the body. 

Thus walking together as heirs of the same hope, 
the extent of its beneficial effects is seen in all his 
family; the most interesting parts of it are brought up 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord; all, from 
the highest to the lowest, are faithfully instructed, 
beth by precept and example. The Sabbath ap- 
proaches—to the holy walk and conversation of the 
past week, they rejoice at the additional opportunity 
of publick worship. 


‘** The cheerful sound 
Of that blest day’s return 
[s musick to their hearts, their feet rejoice 
To bear them to the temple. 
There they join 
In meek ingenuous deprecations cry ; 
There they unite in full thanksgiving’s choir, 
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And all the rich melodiousness of praise. 
Prayer mounts, exulting man ascends the skies 
On wings of angel fervor Holy writ, 

Or speaks the wonders of Jehovah’s power, 
Or tells in more than mortal majesty, 9 


The greater wonders of his love to 1 


Thus human nature, instead of addifig to its native 
and moral deformity, becomes more assimilated to 
the divine likeness, progressing from one degree of 
perfection to another, till life’s journey closes, and it 
is crowned with glory, bonour and immortality. 

What can the world offer, in comparison of this? 
In which of her mines, is that hidden treasure, called 
happiness, to be found. It is most expected trom the 
union of kindred minds, “ where heart meets heart, 
reciprocally soft;” but this happiness is, from its na- 
ture and constitution, the most subject to the contin- 
gencies of time and chance. 

As married love is the sum total of earthly happi- 
ness, to what source shall he fly, who denies a super- 
intending Providence, when death’s strong arm shall 
level the foundation of his hopes with the dust ; where 
shall he find support when his heart faints? Shall he 
review past scenes? Alas! the review will, it must, 
add poignancy to his reflections. His house has been 
the theatre of gaiety, and mirth, and festal joy; suc- 
cessive engagements have filled the fleeting hours of 
time. He never realized a change, nor thought of 
separation; he feels that the change is effected: by 
the strong hand of power, that himself and family 
have no consolation, but what arises from the slow 
hand of time; they have most emphatically walked 
in a vain show, all their wishes, all their desires, have 
centered here. 

How different the Christian; he hag not a wish or 
hope that death or the world can ultimately destroy. 


“¢ His hand the good man fastens on the skies, 
Then bids earth roll, nor feels her idle whirl.”’ 





It is true the sensibilities of nature may be severely 
wounded, and the corroding cares of liie press hard 
upon him; friends may fail, and the dearest of .them 
be hidden, rk recesses of the grave, but the 

Keth patience, and patience ex- 
enuine experience of the love of 
ce that hope which is an anchor to 

the soul, both sure and steadfast, that hope which 
looks forward to the blissful period of the resurrec- 
tion to eternal life. d 

O say, myqdriend, feeble as this effort is, 1s it not an- 
imating ? is It not rational? is it not heaven upon 
earth, to feel yourself alway, under the care of a su- 
perintending Providence? Always governed by in- 
finite wisdom, always guarded by infinite love and 
power? To know that there can be no mistake or 
errour in the events of your life, 


‘““ Whate’er events betide 
His wisdom times them all.” 


* If light attends the course I run 
Tis God directs its rays ; 

And ’tis his hand that hides the sun, 
If darkness clouds my days ?”’ 


Under this conviction, what dread presumption, 
what base ingratitude, would she be guilty of, who 
took for her counsellor and guide, him who disbeheved 
divine revelation—the basis, the foundation of all her 
hopes and all her happiness; to withdraw her confi- 
dence in the * Book of Ages” and build on the sandy 
foundation of temporal prosperity ; to let go her hold 
on the arm of Jehovah “in whom is everlasting 
strength,” to lean on the arm of flesh, which hath not 
power to defend, much less protect,. the valued 
but fragile body to which it belongs! 


‘* Lean not on earth, ’twill pierce thee to the soul ; 
A broken reed at best ; but oft a spear.”’ 


On its sharp point, peace bleeds and hope ex- 
pires. ©! that you would believe, obey and live; 
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that you would consider yourself as a candidate for 
heaven, and submit your reason to the divine light of 


Deity, in greater darkness than 
“it was without form and void ;” 
it is equally under his omnipotent he can yet 
say, “ Let there be light.” But, alas! have we not 
too often found man’s obdurate heart more unyield- 


— chaos! 

emember, dear sir, that “though yeu speak with 

the tongue of men and angels, though you have all 

knowledge,” without the knowledge of our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ “it profiteth you nothing.” 
Inclosed are the lines b nialitionei you must over- 

look their defects : 


Ah! whocan paint the glories that adorn 

Each solemn evening, and each rising morn ; 
Where friends unite, in social ardent prayer, 
And give their souls to heaven's paternal care ? 
My soul with all the energy I boast, 

Is in the sacred contemplation lost. 

A friend,.a partner, in the narrow way 

That leads to life, to light and endless day ; 

A friend, our feebler virtues to inspire, 

And warm our hearts with heaven’s celestial fire 
By converse and example, constant prove, 
Himself the subject of eternal love. 

O God! hast thou such happiness ordained, 
For thy dependent, sinful creature, man ? 

Can Revelation, with its power sublime, 

Point him beyond the boundaries of time ; 
Learn him to tread the world beneath his feet, 
And firm in faith, heaven’s dispensations meet. 
And 0! can married love this influence feel ? 
Can they display through life united zeal. 
Brighter and brighter shine, till that blest day 
When earthly cares shall all be done away ? 
Yes—godliness unites this life to heaven, 

And promises the next, and shows our sins forgiven. 
When two fond hearts, made intimately one, 
In union bend before the eternal throne ; 
Mercy’s sweet sceptre, thou dost then extend, 
And styl’st thyself their everlasting friend. 
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Joys, such as language never can express, 
Dwell in their hearts, and fill their souls with peace, 
With peace divine ; for Jesus is their friend, 
Their guide and leader, till life’s journey end ; 
Steadfast and sure, through all that intervenes 
Of joy orgorrow. Tis the hand divine 

That holds the balance ; or of good or ill, 

All that occurs in life, is by his will. 
Convinced of this, they in his love repose. 
Their minds preparing for eternal joys. 

The horrour of a parting pang can ne’er 
invade their souls, or fill their minds with fear. 
Prepared to pay frail nature’s just demand 
They look with rapture on the promised land ; 
With sacred joy they view cold Jordan’s flood, 
That wafts them to the Paradise of God. 

But should the eternal sovereign God ordain, 
Their hearts to feel the separating pang, 

His own soft hand will wipe the tearful eye, 
And Gilead’s healing, sacred balm apply ; 
Point the short distance to be travelled o’er, 
When they shall re-unite to part no more- 
When they shall once resume the unfinish’d theme 
Begun on earth: and now address to him 

The praise that to his sacred name belongs, 
And swell the notes of heaven’s eternal song. 


Extract from Knox’s Christian Philosophy. 


A man rightly disposed by the influence of genuine 
christianity, becomes a law unto himself, in all cir- 
cumstances and situations. A divine temper super- 
induced by divine energy on the heart, produces right 
conduct, just as a tree grafted with a kindly scion, 
brings forth fruit, both delicious and salutary, under 
the natural operation of showers and sunshine. A 
true Christian has constantly impressed upon his 
mind, a sense of God’s presence, and a conviction that 
he is responsible to his Father in heaven for all his 
conduct. This keeps him in awe mixed with love; 
he fears to do wrong, not with a servile fear, but an 
affectionate reverence for his all-powerful friend, who 
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has shewn him great favours, and at the same time 
required in return for it obedience to his injunctions, 
He loves God from his heart; an affection that com- 

rehends in it the love of every thing that is good in 
moral conduct, every thing pure and Ae in his own 
person, every thing beneficent to society. 

The residence of the Holy Spirit in the Christian's 
heart, increases his moral sensibility; he sees with 
greater acuteness the good and beautiful in beha- 
viour ; he feels with additional vivacity the emotions 
of benevolence. It gives him pain, it does vielence to 
his very nature, thus sublimed, to act basely, unjustly, 
unkindly. He knows that the divine principle with- 
in him will not inhabit a polluted shrine, but will take 
offence and depart, if the temple be profaned by im- 
morality. 

Casuistry or long and abstruse reasonings on the 
moral fitness or unfitness of actions, are totally un- 
necessary to the man whom the heavenly teacher has in- 
structed. His determinations admit not such cold de- 
Jay or doubtful hesitation; his heart turns like the 
needle to the pole, with tremulous yet certain pro- 
pensity to the point of rectitude. From the infirmity 
of human nature, and the violence of temptation, he 
may decline a little to the right or to the left ; but the 
attraction to heaven and virtue, still acts upon and 
prevents his total aberration. ‘Touched by heaven he 
acquires a kind of polarity, which causes him to point 
thither without any inclination to deviate. . 


FROM THE SAME. 


Man must be attracted to God in the spirit of love 
in the divine nature, or else he ceases to be in the 
christian system; and what may be the consequence 
to the soul in its aberration, is known only to him who 
knoweth all things. But surely every thinking mortal 
will gladly folluw the divine attraction, since it grad- 
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ually draws him from this low vale, where sin and sor- 
row abounds, up to the realm of bliss eternal; and 
affords him during his earthly pilgrimage the sweet- 
est solace. 55 

The human soul assimilating with the divine is the 
drop of water gravitating to the ocean, from which it 
was originally separated; and cohering with it as 
goon as it come within the sphere of its attraction. 
It is the child clinging to the bosom of its parent; it 
is the wandering, weary exile, hastening with joy to 
his native home. 

Let us endeavour to cherish an inclination for re- 
union. Let us follow all the known means for accom- 

lishing it, and it will be finally and completely ef- 

fected by the Holy Ghost, the spirit of love. 





Observation of Seneca, a Heathen Philosopher. 


Between good men and God, there subsists a 
friendship, under the mediation of virtue ; a friendship 
do I say? it ismore: itis an intimate union and re- 
semblance. 


MEDITATIONS UPON THE SABBATH. 
From Solitude Sweetened—by James Mekle. 


This divine day should be prepared for, when ap- 
proaching, sanctified when present, nor forgotten 
when past. God, asour Creator, we should remem- 
ber, who sanctified the seventh day; as our Redeem- 
er, who changed it from the seventh to the first of the 
week, when he rose triumphant over death; and as 
our Judge who ere long, will swallow up all these pass- 
ing refreshings in an eternal sabbath of rest. 
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This day, which God has so often honoured with 
his appearance, not only to the disciples of old. but to 
the souls of his saints in all ages, should be honoured 
by every one that bears the christian name. 

This is the day in which Zion’s courts are throng- 
ed, and in which in his temple every one talks of his 
glory. 

On this day the churgh militant approaches near- 
est to the church triumphant, who go up to his house 
with joy to mingle their hosannas to his exalted name; 
to whom thus met in his sanctuary, he vouchsafes to 
shew his stately steps of majesty, and-the manites- 
tation of his glory, whereby his saints are strengthen- 
ed to hold on their way through this howling wilder- 
ness, till the everlasting sabbath dawn, and rest eter- 
nal be their portion. 


ON 





DISAPPOINTMENTS. 
By the same. 


Perhaps the present disappointment, though great 
and unexpected, is a kind one, could I with patience 
wait and see the issue; and beyond dispute, it is a 
just one, “ for shall not the righteous Judge of all the 
earth do right.” 

But is my disappointment in the most momentous 
things, or only.in matters of inferiour concern ? Have 
I got a message from the court of heaven, that there 
is no salvation for me there? no mercy at the throne ? 
no peace to be expected from him that sits thereon ? 
No, no—Then what ails me? Is not eternal felicity 
secured, a noble panacea—and sufficient antidote 
against the heaviest misfortunes of a deceitful world ? 
What availeth a faithless flatterer, a falsifying friend, 
a violated promise, a mob of backbiters, disappoint- 
ment of a place, a worldly loss, a broken purpose, a 

thwarted enterprise, expectation vain, and hope, 
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though a long expectant in the issue, bringing forth 
nothing ? What avails all these in comparison of the 
everlasting interests of my immortal soul? But if these 
afflictions make me miserable shall | make myself 
more miserable still by handling the coals that burn me, 
and reading over the register of my misfortunes which 
will be forgot in shernys as the waters that flow away? 
How then shall I antidate eternity and anticipate the 
felicity of the world to come, but by forgetting my 
miseries in the triumph of faith ? 

» Moreover, these many turnings and stupendous me- 
anders of my life are all squared by the oe line of 
the decree of God, with whom nothing is crooked, The 
seeming gaps of my lot are but the fulfilment of heav- 
en’s designs concerning me, and my repeated disap- 
pointments are only the accomplishment of the coun- 
sel of God. 

Besides, who can.tell what Heaven has in reserve 
for me ? It is good to wait on God and expect good at 
hishand. Ah! says unbelief, « nothing at present ap- 
pears.” Hush! thou atheistical monster! wilt thou 
limit omnipotence, or allege that infinite wisdom 
is nonplussed, and Almighty power not able to per- 
form? I shall yet see his kindness large as my faith, 
and his mercy measure with my widest expectation. 
May I never get the desire of my heart, but with God’s 
blessing, nor the request of my lips, but with his good 
will. ‘This 1s indeed consolation to me that no sinis- 
ter views stare ghastly in my face, when so many 
struggling thoughts pass through my suffering heart. 

If my sin be a sin of ignorance, pardon me and shew 
me wherefore thou contendest with me. But, per- 
haps my heart was too much set upon my favourite 
desire, which though Jawful in itself might by that be- 
come unlawful. So Asop hugged his child to death 
out of too much fondness, Then let me keep within 
the due bounds of esteem, henceforth to every thing. 
Be low and take a loose hold of all earthly things, 
that when they are twisted out of my hand they may 
not torment my heart. But why disquieted my soul, 
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why uneasy still? Recal thy past life and lay it down 
before thee, and mark if thou canst when thou hadst 
any reason to complain of heaven’s procedure to- 
ward thee. Have not things which at their first ap- 
pearance seemed adverse like this, turned out at last 
for good ? Say, when thou reviewest the whole, say, 
if thou darest, if ever God dealt ill with thee? No; 
every providence will prove the contrary, every mer- 
cy willaver it; yea, every change of lile, every crook 
of lot will seal it. 

But seeing this is thy work, O God, the effect of 
thine ever equal will, | ought not only to be dumb, 
but rejoice in it and be glad in what thou hast 
wrought, however it appear to me, and wonder that 
thou shouldst concern thyself with me, so as to disap- 
point my ignorant designs (such may my schemes. 

lans and enterprizes be.) Hence, | bless thee for all 
that befalleth me, if | have nota sinful hand in it, and 
if [ have, I plead for pardon through Christ’s merito- 
rious name. 

Now I rest and am composed, and calmly wait on 


thee, resigned to lieaven’s determination in every 
thing concerning me in time, till I arrive at that better 
country, at that perfect state, where there is neither 
disappointment nor pain. 


FROM THE SAME. : 

There is one consideration that may make me en- 
dure affliction with fortitude and triumph in my 
trouble, which is that what I endure to day, I shall 
not feel to-morrow. Every sip of affliction lessens 
the bitter cup that is put into my hand, which con- 
tains its given quantity, and is not always kept full, 
so the more frequent or the more largely I drink 
at a time the less remains for me, and some time 
or other I must drink it all, and glut down the last 
drop in the expiring pang. 1! cannot weep over a p® 
rent dying twice, nor can | twice attend the funeral ol 2 
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jriend. 1 cannot have the shocking sight of my dearest 
relative struggling in the jaws of death a second time. 
Had I a numerous offspring, I might bury all the ten- 
der little ones at once, but could not dissolve at their 
funeral againand again. The afflictions | feel to-day 
1 shall feel no more for ever: that is, in their first on- 
set, though they may follow up and repeat their stroke 
for many days. 

Though the shower be heavy on me, yet to my com- 
fort the clouds shall not return after the rain to fallin 
other showers. And though clouds and darkness, 
tempest and storm, should fill my sky all the days of 
my life, yet after death my heaven shall brighten, and 
be obscured no more. My troubles diminish in the 
enduring, but my consolations are of another nature ; 
they are a flowing spring at which I may daily drink, 
and still they overflow. Affliction is like the foam of 
a,river that perishes as we pass over and can be found 
no more ; but the divine comforts are like Israel’s stream 
in the wilderness that followed them all the way. 

The present loss of dearest relatives which brings 
most pungent sorrow, would cease, were I assured 
that in a few years they would rise again. ‘Then 
should it not cease, when I reflect on the certainty of 
enjoying my relations, where spiritual friendship is 
raised to sublime heights never known below, and that 
to endure for ever ? 

I look a little further, and my afflictions are no 
more ; [ look a little further, and infinite consolations 
are mine for ever more? Why then should | suffer 
much from any grief that passes never to return, when 
pure joy to comfort me, with mighty strides ap- 
proaches. never to remove or pass away ? 
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FROM THE NEW-YORK MISSIONARY MAGAZINE, JANUARY Ist, 18090, 


Narrative of the Solemnity of ordaining the first Missiona- 


ries to Otahette. 


The Directors of the Missionary Society having 
determined that as many as had devoted themselves 
to the service of the Heathen should receive a solemn 
designation to the work, they agreed to appoint one 
Minister of each denomination tor this blessed ser- 
vice, and to exhibit that spirit of union,-which it hath 
been their first desire to cultivate, and hope to be the 
happy means of increasing. 

he Missionaries are composed of men already 
ordained, of others in the habit of expounding and 
raying in social worship, and the rest, men of tried 
hristian fidelity; all filled with holy zeal, to serve 
the best interests of the natives in the South Sea Is- 
lands, by introducing the principles of useful know- 
ledge and true religion among them. 
he Directors wished to send them forth with their 
Christian benediction, commending them to the care 
and teaching of the Great Head of the Church, to 
pour out upon them the abundance of his grace, to 
yer them for the work to which they trust, God, 
the Holy Ghost, has been pleased to call them. 

In consequence of the resolution taken, Thursday 
the 28th off August, was fixed upon, and the following 
agreed to be pursued by a Committee appointed 
or that purpose, and confirmed by the Directors. 

The most spacious place of worship they appre- 
hended would scarcely contain the numbers that 
would assemble on this occasion; therefore Zion 
Chapel was preferred, in order to afford to as many 
as could be admitted, the satisfaction of witnessing a 
scene so singular and blessed. 

The place was early crowded ; and after seven or 
eight thousand had filled the Chapel to the door, mul- 
titudes were reluctantly obliged to depart disappoint- 
ed while others crowded the windows without. 
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The service began with an invocation to the Holy 
Spirit: “Come Holy Spirit heavenly dove,” &c. and 
was sung with the most enlivened devotion. The 
Rev. Mr. Eyre, of Hackney, then read the prayers of 
the Church with great solemnity. Three verses of 
« Salvation O the joyful sound,” &c. followed, when the 
Rev. Mr. Brookbank prayed before the sermon in a 
manner so heartfelt and affecting as every hearer 
witnessed. Dr. Hunter then in his usual strain of 
eloquence, and animated by the present occasion, de- 
livered a most impressive discourse on Luke x. 1.—20. 

« O’er the gloomy hills of darkness,” &c. was next 
sung, and every heart seemed to feel the flame of ve- 
hement desire for the completion of the great and 
precious promises. . 

The twenty-nine missionaries, then standing round 
the communion table, the Rev. Dr. Haweis, ina short, 
but pathetick and solemn prayer, addressed to Jeho- 
vah, Jesus, the great Head of his Church and people, 
commended the missionaries and their work to his 
Almighty care, wisdom and love ; to direct, support, 
bless and give the success, which he alone can com- 
mand. 

The five ministers chosen by the Directors for this 
service standing together, (the Rev. Dr. Haweis, of 
Spafields, the Rev. Mr. Reynolds, of Camomile-street, 
the Rev. Mr. Love, of Atillery-street, the Rev. Mr. 
Waugh, of Welch-street, Oxford road, and the Rey. 
Mr. Wilks, of the Tabernacle,) each of them took a 
Bible from the Communion table, where they had 
been previously placed, and five of the missionaries 
approaching the Communion rail, kneeled down, 
when the ministers with the bibles in their hands, ad- 
vanced, and each in succession addressed to the per- 
son kneeling the following words: “Go our beloved 
brother, live agreeably to this blessed word (putting 
the bible* into his hands) and publish the Gospel to 


* The Bibles were beautifully bound, and the gift of Mr. Bailey 
of Hackney, a member of Mr. Eyre’s congregation, with that scrip- 
ture, written by him on the blank leaf. Mat. xxviii. 19, 20. 
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the Heathen, according to your calling, gifts, and 
abilities.” ‘lo which the missionary replied in words 
to this effect: “I will, the Lord being my helper.” 
Five others then knelt down, and the game ceremo- 
nial was repeated, ‘till the entire mission received 
their designation. The whole was a scene of Such 
impressive solemnity as has hardly ever been witness- 
ed; the ministers and the missionaries seemed alike 
so deeply affected with the awfulness of the work be- 
fore them, whilst the congregation expressed the sen- 
sations of their souls, in silence, tears, and secret 
prayer. 

The hymn “ Lord make them faithful,” was sun 
with the most fervent spirit of prayer by the whole 
congregation. ‘The Rev. Dr. Williams of Rotherham, 
then addressed the missionaries in a most able and 
judicious charge, respecting their tempers and con- 
duct, from Genesis xvii. 1. which was heard with deep 
attention. The Rev. Mr. Walker, one of the Senior 
Fellows of Trinity College, Dublin, closed the solem- 
nity with a most scriptural prayer and full of anima- 
ted devotion, suited to the occasion, finishing with 
the usual benediction, “The peace of God,” &c. the 
congregation then rose, and united in such a song of 
praise as perhaps was never before heard. “ Captain 
of thine enlisted host.” 

The whole departed from the solemn scene full of 
joy and hope; thanking God for what they had seen 
and heard, and erying mightily to him, that he would 
accomplish the number of his elect, and hasten his 
kingdom. 

| cannot quit this interesting subject, without one 
or more extracts from Dr. Haweis’ Thanksgiving Ser- 
mon, on the return of the ship which announced the 
happy situation of the missionaries in their respective 
stations : 

“See them now parted from the land of their na- 
tivity. The floating Tabernacle gradually sinks in 
the horizon. They lose sight of us, and we of them, ' 
to meet probably no more till we shall behold them 
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assembled round the Throne of God, and of the 
Lamb. Ah, how many anxious thoughts have filled 
our bosoms as well as theirs! Who of us, my dear 
brethren, had dared to hope for what the present 
hour hath realized! What a voyage has been com- 

leted! We received the first glad tidings from Rio 
Souaints the earnest of future blessings. They had 
passed the torrid zone. The sun had not smitten 
them by day nor the moon by night. The wind had 
wafted them along with an uninterrupted prosperous 
gale; no storm had made them afraid, nor disease 
approached their dwelling. But how many tedious 
months afterwards elapsed! how often have our un- 
believing hearts dreaded to receive the tidings after 
which they so anxiously panted! Have you any 
news of the ship? how often have | heard and sighed to 


‘reply, none ! When lo! on the great day of our last annu- 


al Assembly—in the very house of our God—when we 
were met tosupplicate his favour for those who trav- 
elled by land or by water—when on our knees—the 
glad, the unexpected news arrived, and was announc- 
ed with delight from the pulpit, to the astonished 
congregation. ‘The ship is safe arrived at China, and 
our missionaries landed at the places of their desti- 
nation! Joy like an electrick shock, darted from 
bosom to bosom, we burst forth into the high praises 
of our God. Now every day awakened fresh expec- 
tation and hope, that deferred, had made the heart 
sick, gladdened every countenance, and opened the 
eager eye of desire. We were not disappointed of 
our hope—from the Cape, from St. Helena, the glad 
news fled over the great deep, the sound approached 
us yet nearer and nearer from the harbour of Cork, 
“ Allis well!” when lo! the whitening sails rising in 
the horizon, swelling with the breath of prayer and 
praise, bring with the fullness of blessing the object 
of our anxieties, to the haven where it should be.— 


“ Bless the Lord O my soul.” 
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Extracts from Addison’s Works. 


OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. SECTION NINTH. 


Ist. The lives of primitive Christians another 
means of bringing learned pagans into their religion. 

2d. The change and reformation of their manners. 

3d. This looked upon as supernatural by the 
learned pagans. 7 

4th. And strengthened the accounts given of our 
Saviour’s life and history. 

5th. The Jewish prophecies of our Saviour an ar- 
gument for the heathen’s belief. 

6th and 7th. Pursued. 

Ist. ‘There was one other means enjoyed by the 
earned pagans of the three first centuries, for satisfy- 
ing them in the truth of our Saviour’s history, which 
I might have flung under one of the foregoing heads; 
but as it is so shining a particular, and does so much 
honour to our religion, I shall make a distinct article 


of it, and Fe consider it with regard to the subject 


Jam upon: I mean the lives and manners of those 
holy men who believed in Christ, during the first 
ages of Christianity. [ should be thought to advance 
a paradox, should [| affirm that there were more Christ- 
zans in the world during those times of persecution, 
than there are at present in these, which we call the 
flourishing times of Christianity. But this will be 
found an indisputable truth, if we form our calcula- 
tion upon the opinions which prevailed in those days, 
that every one who lives in the habitual practice of 
any voluntary sin, actually cuts himself off from the 
benefits and orrarye: of Christianity, and whatever 
he may cail himself, is in reality no christian, nor 
ought to be esteemed as such. 

2d. Inthe times we are now surveying, the Chris- 
tian religion shewed its full force and efficacy on the 
minds of men, and by many examples demonstrated 
what great and generous souls it was capable of pro- 
ducing. It exalted and refined its proselytes to a very 
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high degree of perfection and set them far above the 

leasures and even the pains of this life. It strength- 
ened the jinfirmity and broke the fierceness of human 
nature. 

It lifted up the minds of the ignorant to the know- | 
ledge and worship of him that made them, and in- 
spired the vicious with a rational devotion, a strict 
purity of heart, and an unbounded love to their fellow- 
creatures. In proportion as it spread through the 
world, it seemed to change mankind into another 
species of being. No sooner was a convert initiated 
into it, but by an easy figure, he became a new man, 
and both acted and looked upon himself as one re- 
generated and born a second time into another state 
of existence. . 

3d. Itis not my business to be more particular in 
the accounts of primitive Christianity which have been 
exhibited so well by others, but rather to observe that 
the pagan converts, of whom [ am now speaking, men- 
tion this great reformation of those who had been the 
greatest sinners, with that sudden and surprising 
change which it made in the lives of the most profli- 
gate, as having something in it supernatural, miracu- 
lous, and more than human. 

Origen represents this power in the Christian re- 
ligion as no less wonderful than that of curing the lame 
and blind, or cleansing the leper. Many others rep- 
resent it in the same light, and looked upon it as an 
argument, that there was a certain divinity in that 
religion which showed itself in such strange and glo- 
rious effects. 

4th. This therefore was a great means, not only of 
recommending Christianity to honest and learned 
heathens, but in confirming them in the belief of our 
Saviour’s history, when they saw multitudes of virtu- 
ous men daily forming themselves upon his example, 
animated by his precepts, and actuated by that Spirit 
which He had promised to send among his disciples. 

sth. Butl find no argument made a stronger im- 
pression on the minds of these eminent Pagan con- 
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verts, for strengthening their faith in the history oj 
our Saviour, than the predictions relating to him in 
those old prophetick writings, which were deposited 
in the hands of the greatest enemies" to Chritiani- 
ty, and owned by them to have been extant many 
ages before his appearance. ‘The learned heathen 
converts were astonished to see the whole history of 
their Saviour’s life published before he was born, and 
to find that the Evangelists and prophets in their ac- 
counts of the Messiah, differed only in point of time, 
the one foretelling what should happen to him, and 
the other describing those very particulars as what 
had actually happened. This our Saviour himself 
was pleased to make use of'as the strongest argument 
of his being the promised Messiah, and. without it 
would hardly have reconciled his disciples to the ig- 
nominy of his death, as in that remarkable passage 
which mentions his conversation with the two disci- 
ples on the day of his resurrection. St. Luke, chap. 
xxiv. v. 13th to the end. 

6th. The heathen converts after having travelled 
through all human learning and fortified their minds 
with the knowledge of the arts and sciences, were 
particularly qualified to examine these prophecies 
with great care and impartiality, and without preju- 
dice or prepossession. If the Jews, on the one side, 
put an unnatural interpretation on thebe prophecies, 
to evade the force of them in their controversies with 
the Christians; or if the Christians, on the other sie, 
overstrained several passages in their applications of 
them, as it often happens among men of the best un- 
derstanding, when their minds are heated with any 
consideration that bears a more than ordinary weight 
with it; the learned heathens may be looked upon as 
neuters in the matter, when all these prophecies were 
new to them, and their education had left the inter- 
peer of them free and indifferent. Besides, these 
earned men among the primitive Christians knew 
how the Jews who had preceded our Saviour, inter- 
preted these predictions and the several marks, by 
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which they acknowledged the Messiah would be dis- 
covered, and how those ofthe Jewish Doctors who suc- 
- ceeded him, had deviated from the interpretations 
and doctrines of their forefathers, on purpose to stifle 
their own conviction. ie 
7th. This set of atguments had therefore an invin- 
cible force with those Pagan philosophers who be- 
came Christians, as we find in most of their writings. 

They could not disbelieve our Saviour’s history 
which so exactly agreed with every thing that had 
been written of him many ages before his birth, nor 
doubt of those circumstances being fulfilled in him, 
which could not be true of any person that lived in 
the world, besides himself. 

This wrought the greatest confusion in the unbe- 
lieving Jews, and the greatest conviction in the Gen- 
tiles, who every where speak with astonishment of 
these truths they met with, in this new magazine of 
learning which was opened to them, and carry the 
point so far, as to think whatever excellent doctrine 
they had met with among pagan writers, had been 
stolen from their conversation with the Jews, or from 
a perusal of these writings which they had in their 
custody. 


Exiract from the Citizen of the World, or Letters from a 
Chinese Philosopher to his friend in the East. 


Hamti the best and wisest Emperor that ever filled 
the throne, after having gained three signal victories 
over the Tartars who had invaded his dominions, re- 
turned to Nankin, in order to enjoy the glory of his 
conquest. After he had rested some days, the people 
who are naturally fond of processions expected the 
triumphal entry, which Emperors upon such occa- 
sions were accustomed to make. ‘l‘heir murmurs 
came to the Emperor’s ear; he loved his people and 
was willing to do all in his power to satisty their just 
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desires. He therefore assured them that he intend. 
ed upon the next feast of the Lanthorns, to exhibit 
one of the most glorious triumphs, that had ever been 
seen in China. 

The people were in raptures at his condescension, 
and on the appointed day assembled at the gates of 
the palace, with the most eager expectations. Here 
they waited for some time, without seeing any of 
those preparations, which usually precede a pageant. 
The Lanthorn, with ten thousand tapers, was not yet 
brought forth—the fireworks which usually covered 
the city walls, were not yet lighted. The people be- 
gan once more to murmur at his delay, when in the 
midst of their impatience, the Palace gates flew 
open, and the Emperor himself appeared, not in 
splendour or magnificence, but in an ordinary habit, 
followed by the blind, the maimed, and the strangers 
of the city, all in new clothes, and each carrying in 
his hand money enough to supply his necessities for 
the year. The people were at first amazed, but soon 


perceived the wisdom of their King, who —— them 


that to make one man happy was more truly great, 
than having ten thousand captives groaning at the 
wheels of his chariot. 


POETRY. 


‘‘On Man! degenerate Man, offend no more ! 
Go learn of brutes thy Maker to adore ; 
Shall these of every tribe his bounty own, 
Of all his works ungrateful thou alone ; 
Deaf when the tuneful voice of mercy cries, 
And blind when sovereign goodness charms the eyes * 
Mark, even the wretch his awful name blasphemes 
His pity spares---his clemency reclaims, 
Observe his patience with the guilty strive, 
And bids the criminal repent and live, 
Recals the fugitive with gracious eye, 
Beseech the obstinate be would not die. 
Amazing tenderness !~-amazing most 
The soul on whom, such mercy should be lost.’’ 
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THE LADIES’ MAGAZINE. 


CONDITIONS. 


Ist. This werk will be continued monthly, if a sufficient num- 
ber of sabscribers shall be obtained to authorize the publication. 
2d. It shall commence with thirty-two pages per mouth, but 
increased should it meet the wishes of its patrons. 
yg It will be printed in an octavo form with a good type and § 
By of which this namber is a specimen, i 
. The price to subscribers will be ¢ 2 per annum. y 
ah the profi of the work will be exclusively devoted to the 
Bible and Mis issionary cause, and Education Society. 
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ie WILL receive and ¢xecute orders for printing 
- Books, Bang Crecks, SuowsiLbs, 
. Pampaers, Carns, Lasets, &c. 
hatte SHOPBILLS, 
ncluding every kind of letter press Printing. 
Providence, September, 1823. 


The following errours, which ictal | the notice of the Editor 

while reading the proof sheets, the reader is desired to cor- 

rect with a pen 

First jon ag Lith page, last line, for arise, reatl arrive ; 2ist & 
page, 1 1th line from the, bottom, for visit, read veil; 28th page, § 
19th line from top, read Mrs. Fs. 

Second Number, 57th , 13th line from top, the word the is 
omitted ; read the inseparable attributes, &c. &c. 63d page, 14th gee 
line from the bottom, the letter s is superfluous in heart; 64th = 
page, third ins from oe top, for love, read lose. Me. 





